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IA beacon

M any thanks to...

Ms. Sheridan,our school social worker would 
like to send a warm note of gratitude 
to the IA community. In a moment of 
tragedy, you answered the call when 
one of our own needed you the most. 
Thank you for the inquiries, gift cards 
and many packages sent to help meet the 
immediate need. Your recent generosity 
speaks volumes, and it is the support 
of  individuals like you that allow our 
students to remain focused on the 
innovative work they were destined to do. 
On behalf  of  the recipients, I extend my 
sincerest! Thank you. 

Kathryn Paxton is seriously on top of 
everything!  She is a master a making 
schedules/pans, coming up with ideas, 
and executing those ideas. She is also 
extremely funny, supportive of her 
colleagues and truly wants the best for 
her students. She is one of the main 
reasons IA has been successful thus far as 
she has pour 100% of herself  into it.

Cathy Boatwright Cathy is awesome. Not 
only is she a great Data Clerk but she 
does a million other things to keep things 
running smoothly at IA. 

Bev Shiote l is is an amazing team player.  
She is a problem solver with a genuine 
and positive spirit. Her attitude and 
willingness to help make the front off ice 
a welcoming and warm environment. She 
is a joy to work with!

Jeremy Col l ins is such an amazing, 
insightful teacher. He genuily enjoys 
being around students and is always so 
positive. He also makes me laugh.  

S tudents and parents are invited to join 
the fun! If  you want to give a shout out 

to a teacher or staff  member, please 
click here.

check it out

D id you know?? Applerouth Test 
Prep, who is our SAT prep provider 

this year, offers many FREE virtual 
workshops throughout the year and 
resources available to all parents and 
students. Please visit the website!

N ew to Microsoft Teams? Not sure 
how to navigate all the instructional 

technologies? Click HERE for a guide 
from our Media Specialist, Mrs. Bongiorno.

W e asked students to comment on their 
goals for Step It Up September. Here is 

what they had to say...

“I will continue to play tennis with my 
brother and run with my dog, Murphy. He 
can only run so far before he begins to lag 
behind me.”
Harrison Sloan, ninth grade

“I am going to run one mile a day to improve 
my health and mindset.” 
Bella Block, ninth grade

“I plan to consider my health more often, 
including sleeping early and making sure to 
get enough outdoor activity.”
Megan Roka,  tenth grade

“I plan on chasing my brother until he 
respects me. He’s 10 years old and does his 
best to annoy me. ”
Aneesa Ali, tenth grade

“My goal is to exercise for at least 30 min-
utes a day and drink enough water.”
Anna Parthiban, ninth grade

“I am going to make a schedule that balanc-
es exercise, school and fun. My goal is to 
get more involved with IA. Get into clubs, 
volunteer...”
Anik Kumar,tenth grade

Student voice

Student support team

A s students enter high school, it 
is important to start encouraging 

teenagers to communicate directly 
with teachers about any classroom 
related concerns or scheduled 
absences. It shows initiative and 
responsibility on the part of  the 
student and creates a direct line 
for them to speak to their teacher 
about missed assignments and 
make up plans. If  your student 
will be out of  school for holiday 
observances, prescheduled sports/
activities, or doctors’ appointments, 
or is even home sick, please have 
them email the teachers (and copy 
the parent if  so desired) to explain 
the circumstances surrounding the 
absence, any restrictions (i.e., will 
not have access to a computer), 
and the dates when they will 
occur. This advance planning also 
allows the student to stay up to 
date and develop a plan with the 
teacher of when missed work is 
due. Please also send an email to 
IAattendance@fultonschools.org 
for any planned absences or sick 
absence notif ications so the school 
knows of the absence! 

Upcoming Dates

September 02: Club Proposals Due 
September 03: FF Cohort A+HC 

September 10: FF Cohort B+IT 
September 17: FF Cohort C+ENG
September 17-22: ON-Demand
                         Virtual Club Fair

Spotlight on

Celebrate IA Students Celebrate IA Staff

Martha Bongiorno is the heart 
of  the school. Not just 

because of her location 
in the school, but also 
for her love of students. 
“Supporting students is the 
best part of  my day! Working 
in the heart of  the school 
allows me to get to know 
each student at IA, teach 
them to think critically, and 
nurture their creativity. The 

library is a place for our students to feel seen 
and heard while supporting academic success.” 
A former humanities teacher, Bongiorno now 
serves students a through Library Media and 
Instructional Technology. In her free time, 
she enjoys spending time with family, hiking, 
geeking out over fandoms, and cosplaying with 
her partner. 

S ophomore Lesl ie Bailey came to IA because 
she wanted to attend a STEM school. 

“I want to pursue 
healthcare and become 
a dermatologist. I 
became intrigued by 
the profession after  
my experience with my 
own dermatologist.” 
When she is not 
focused on her studies 
Bailey enjoys art. “ I 
like to draw and do 
digital art.” Overall 
she is happy with her 
decision to join the IA family. “I think this is 
a great school. I am most impressed with the 
design, especially the health care classes.”

Goal setting 
is one way 

to achieve your 
health goals. 
Follow these 
simple steps in 
order to find 
success! Good 
Luck and drink 
more water. 

Step it up

Welcome to Step it up September where 
we are celebrating wellness of Mind, 

Body, & Spirit. We challenge everyone to 
measure and plot their daily steps. On 
Sept. 2, we  encouraged everyone to walk 
a mile on the track during virtual or Tesla 
time.  Next week our students will see a 
presentation by Core57.  They will discuss 
Assessment, Goal Setting, Program Design, 
Implementation, Growth, Hydration, Fuel, 
Movement, Heart Rate, Recovery Life Bal-
ance, and Community in Tuesday’s work-
shop. On Thursday, students can sign up for 
equipment and bar training in our fitness 
rooms. Other workshops will be announced 
soon.

We started the year with a focus on rela-
tionships, moved to routines, and began 

introducing rigor which has triggered the 
thirst for support. We will continue to help 
the students rise to the challenge, but it will 
take all of us reinforce good study habits. 
We are looking at staggering testing dates, 
modifying homework load, and increasing 
our academic support structure to provide 
the students with every possible resource to 
achieve success.  

While these modifications will help, keep 
in mind that we are a STEM Magnet high 

school with an accelerated rigorous curric-
ulum.  All of our students have expressed 
an interest in going into IT, Healthcare, or 
Engineering.  These fields are competitive, 
high-paying, in demand, and require rigor-
ous academic preparation. To reach their 
goals, they will have to work harder than 
in the past. Help them map out their day 
as they learn time management strategies.  
How are they utilizing TESLA Time, Virtual 
Time, bus time, home time?  When do they 
learn best (a.m./p.m.) and how do they 
learn best (with friends, alone, on-line, tak-
ing notes?) Preparedness and time manage-
ment reduces stress and anxiety, therefore, 
please support these strategies at home.

I want everything you want for your child. 
Between the focus on Mind, Body & Spirit 

as well as making adaptions to academic 
support, we will find a balance together to 
make this IA experience everything it can 
be for the student’s mentally and academ-
ically. 

Tim Duncan

September 06: Labor Day
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